
 

1 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oct 2011 

Volume 1 Issue 1 

 
 

AIM 
To maintain knowledge within the County of Surrey’s Infantry 

Regiments from 1661 to the present Day  

        FOSIM – Tony Ward 
 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

           

Surrey Infantry 

Museum 
 Museum Newsletter March 2013                                     Volume 1ssue 4 

 
I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

1 FOSIM 

2 Trustees report and 

Membership Update 

3 Regimental Update and 

Regimental Reunions 

4 Museum matters  

5   Drum Major Staffs 

6  Lunch Club 

7  Obituaries 

8 Events and Publications 

9 Lunch Club Proforma 

 

 

It is now 18 months since the launch of FOSIM and I 
congratulate all who have helped make it such a success. Our 

lunches followed by a talk have been very well attended and it is 
good to see so many new faces appearing for these. If you have 

not got to one yet please look at the speakers lined up for this 
year and think about coming along. 
 

As you know the Army is now undergoing radical cut backs and I 
just wanted to bring you up to date on a key change. Our 

Regimental Headquarters The Princess of Wales’s Royal 
Regiment is in the process of re-locating from Howe Barracks to 
share with The Royal Fusiliers RHQ in The Tower of London. A 

few things will change in the relocation but we will be informed 
of any major impacts on us which we will be hoping is few 

indeed. 
 
Looking ahead, 28th July 2014 is the centenary for the start of 

the First World War. I know many are already starting making 
plans and there will be increased national awareness. If any of 

you know good speakers who could come to talk at one of our 
lunches do let us know. Also if you have any War stories or 
unusual artefacts from this period we could temporary display 

please bring them in. 
 

Lastly, Brigadier Bruce Willing is organising a Battlefield Tour of 
Tunisia in Oct(7th-14th) this year or May 2014 visiting the 
Battlefields of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and East Surreys. 

Background material will be provided in advance. More details on 
this are further in the newsletter.    

 
Hope you all have a Good Easter and that we will see you during 
the year at one of our events. 
 

 

 

 

 

Surrey Infantry 
Museum, Clandon 
Park, Guildford, 
Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 
Phone and fax:  
01483 223419               
email:  
fosim@btconnect.com 
Opening times from 
05 Mar 2013 
11.00 am – 17.00pm  
Tue,Wed,Thu.Sun and 
bank holidays  
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David Dickins - MUSEUM MANAGEMENT and TRUSTEES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOSIM Membership - Dee Hutchison   
Membership remains stable but we are looking to increase this over 

the next year. A new application leaflet has been designed for the 
Friends and is available in the Museum for visitors to pick up 

 

Membership renewal is 1st Jun 2013 so those on Standing Order will 
see £10.00 subscription on this date on bank statements. Others 

please put pen to cheque and send on to me. Your funds are necessary 
to maintain our standards for you. If you would like to change to 

standing order then please let me know 
 

Email:  
We are using these for quick updates on the Museum and other events 

here at Clandon - so if you have an email address and have not 
provided it please do so. We do not pass your details on without prior 

permission. Also please advise when changed I am getting 10 bounce 
back per newsletter or email sent out since Oct 2012. 

 
Please remember to bring your Friends membership card with you on 

your visits as this will give you the 10% discount in the Regimental 

Museum Shop. Minimum spend £3.00. 

A meeting of the Trustees will be held at Clandon on 24th April and this 

will be reported on more in the October newsletter. The Museum 
continues its successful progress as witnessed by the Award of the Lord 

Lieutenant's Letter of Commendation to our Curator, Ian last year. The 
final report to the Heritage Lottery Fund on how we spent its money went 

off at the end of November 2012. We had noted that visitor numbers had 

not increased as much as we had hoped but this was largely due to the 
road works through Clandon village which at one point almost cut us off 

completely and seemed to go on for months. This must be offset by the 
highly supportive comments in the Visitor's Book for those who managed 

to find their way in and were quoted at length in the report the HLF.  This 
made it clear what our public thought of us. Have a look at the book next 

time you are in the Museum it is in the medal area on display. 
Now the National Trust is looking into the possibility of opening Clandon 

Park for 364 days each year. No decisions are yet taken but it is clear that 
if this happens the Museum will have to consider opening for the same 

duration. This mean we will need as many more Volunteers as it can get 
to keep pace. Are there any volunteers from your friends living within 

reach of Clandon who are willing to help? Military service is not a 
prerequisite just a willingness to do anything that is asked within reason! 
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Queens Royal Surrey Officers Club 

The Annual lunch of the Queen's Royal Surrey Regiment Officers Club, with our 

ladies, will be held at The Naval and Military Club ("The In and Out" ) , through the 

kindness of Christopher Allanson,  on Monday 07 October 2013.  I would be most 

grateful if you would put the date in your diaries now. The Club has held the cost to 

us to be the same as last year.  An explanation and further details will be sent by 

email (and by snail mail to that not on email) later on.  

 

If you note an omission of someone who you think would wish to be included as an 

addressee, please let them know the date of the lunch, with copy to me.   Please do 

not send any money now and I do hope you will be able to join us on 07 October 

2013. Further details please contact Paul Gray. 

 

The Queens Royal Surrey Reunion at the Union Jack Club 

Tickets are available for the Queens Royal Surrey Reunion at the Union Jack Club, 

Waterloo for the 1st November 2012. Rooms are to be booked direct with UJ Club and 

not through Ron or the Museum. Please send for your tickets at £7.00 each with an SAE 

to:- Ron Harper, 90 Osborne Road, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent,TN24 0EQ. OR via 

RHQ.PWRR, Howe Barracks, Canterbury,Kent CT1  1JA.  
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The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment Update  
Our Regiment, the PWRR, are facing some pretty massive changes, although, 

as you probably already know, we successfully avoided losing any Battalions 
in the last round of cuts unlike the luckless RRF and others. The MOD has now 
gone public on plans for the future of Regular Infantry Battalions.  

 
1 PWRR will leave Paderborn in 2017 but retain its role in 20th Armoured 

Brigade as 'Armoured Infantry' and will be based at Bulford. This move will be 
part of the British Army's departure from Germany altogether. 
 

2 PWRR will remain in the 'Light Role' and will go to Cyprus in 2014, and 
return to the new garrison being assembled at Cottesmere in 2017.  

 
Plans for Territorial Army expansion have not yet been announced so the 
effect on 3 PWRR is not clear, except that it is more likely to become larger 

than smaller.  
 

RHQ is moving lock stock and barrel to the Tower of London - the Regimental 
Secretary, Colonel Wayne Harber is based there already - and Howe Barracks 
Canterbury will close as a Regular Army base when the Argylls (5th Bn RRS) 

reduces to a Public Duties Incremental Company and moves to Edinburgh in 

2014. 
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Artifacts received – Ian Chatfield 

 

           

Diary of Sgt Hooper whilst serving in Zululand in 1879 and is rather descriptive of 

the occupation of Ekowe. This will be transcribed and be available to read shortly.  

Silver goblet which had been presented t a Sgt Adsett. 

What have the Volunteers been upto. 

The Volunteers all have different skills and they are put to the fullest of tests within 

the museum.  

New Access area was created so we could put stepladders away as they were 
becoming a big nuisance in the office and we all have to tread lightly around them.   

New lightings have been fitted over the Band display in the Regimental Room. This 
area was always a bit dark but now you can see the display properly.  

Cleaning is always ongoing but we have now carried this out on all the medals on 

display and a start has been made on the silverware within the cabinets ready for 

March opening. 

Preparation for WW1 exhibits. This will be slightly different as we will be using one 

cabinet in the Regimental Room. This cabinet will be changing annually to reflect 
what the regiments and personnel were about in the actual year of the war. 

Regimental Tours 

Brigadier Bruce Willing is organising a Battlefield Tour of Tunisia in Oct(7
th

-14
th

) this year or May 2014 
visiting the Battlefields of The Queen’s Royal Regiment and East Surreys. Background material will be 
provided in advance. If you are interested please contact: E-mail: bruce.willing@yahoo.com   

Brigadier Bruce Willing CBE, Gros Etacs,La Grande Route des Sablons, Grouville,Jersey, JE3 9BB, The 

cost will be in region of £1,300. Please note The Queen’s Surrey Combined Charity does have in one of its 

objectives to provide money for holidays! 
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Military Medal has been received from (Late) Cpl Fred King who came 

to the museum to hand this to us. This was rather sad as we were 

informed that Fred passed way shortly after he donated the medal to 

the museum.  
 

Bush Hat from the Queens 1941 dated inside for Lt Scarlett 

commissioned in the WWII and worn in Burma after the war. 

mailto:bruce.willing@yahoo.com
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Drum Majors Staff Restoration 

   

Whilst creating a drumhead altar for the Lord Lieutenants Investiture last October, it 

was noticed that the Paschal Lambs on both silver staffs were seriously damaged and 

looked very sad indeed. Photos were taken of the sorry state and we took them to 

Peter Aylwin of Maxwell and Aylwin in Camberley to see if we could get them restore 

and how much it would cost. 

Peter has previously restored a small silver presentation drum for us during the refit 

which is on display in the Regimental Room. Peter agreed to look at the staffs 

properly to see what he could do and they were duly delivered to his shop. A few 

weeks later we went back to collect and were amazed at the transformation. Both 

lambs now have their flags and their halos restored and bad dent was knocked out 
and both highly polished. 
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More amazing is that Peter restored both the staffs as his gift to the museum at no 

cost to us at all. This he has done in memory of his Great Uncle - Benjamin Dalton 

Crooks who served with the Queens Battalion joining B Company in Camberley on the 

A30 before the start of WW1. Benjamin remained with the Regiment through the War 

and was granted a commission in 1918 and was transferred to the Yorks. 

 
Letters of thanks have been written to Peter and he has now been made an Honorary 
Member of the Friends of Surrey Infantry Museum 
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Lunch Club at Clandon 

 “meet old and new friends, come to a lunch at Clandon House” 

 We must thank David Dickens for his first attendance at the rostrum in Mar13 
and his talk was very well received along with the caterers menu of a very fine 
Lamb shank. I am looking forward to the Caterers suggestion for May. We are 
very well served by them indeed.    

 I hope you are all looking forward to our 
guest speaker The Right Honorable Ann Widdecombe who will be joining us as a 
on the 8th May 13. We have had overwhelming support for this event and are 
getting to full capacity. There are a few seats left so please do try and come 
and support this event.  

We will also from the first week of April have some of Ann’s books for sale. 
Attached is a preorder form and you will be able to buy them and get them 
signed on the day if you want. We were able to purchase these at reduced cost 
but will be applying full cost as we have been allowed to use the difference for 
funds for FOSIM by kind permission.  
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Diary Dates for Lecture Lunches 2013 
 
    
8th May  The Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe  
   In Search of Uncle Donald             
   £20.00 
 
4th September Lt General Riley     
   Sierra Leone 
   £18.50 
 

26
th

 November TBA 
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Friends of Dover Museum Changes  
 

Due to the Changes at RHQ in Canterbury the Friends of Dover Museum are 

making changes to their Friends Organisation. If you are a member here as well then 

the changes from March are: 

 

 Friend of the Museum - £10 per annum. Benefits to include: 

 

o Free access to the Museum in Dover Castle. 

o Invitations to all Friends events. 

o Reduced ticket prices for Friends events. 

o Access to special members only events. 

o Recipricol membership of the Surrey Infantry Museum, Clandon House, 

Guildford to include free entry, 10% discount at their shop and 

invitations to their events. 

o Regular updates on the Museum and the Regiment. 

 

Family Membership (2 Adults and up to 3 children/grandchildren) - £20.  Benefits as 

above 

 
More details from   REGIMENTAL MUSEUM 

The Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment 
and Queen's Regiment, Dover Castle, 
Dover, Kent CT16 1HU 
Tel: Dover (01304) 240121 
Email: pwrrqueensmuseum@btconnect.com 

 
If you are visiting Dover castle then please do take your membership card with you as we 
now have a reciprocal agreement with the Dover Museum. You can attend Events and get 
the discount in their shop. We will also be considering a Family membership but will not 
introduce this until next Year. 
 
 

Obituaries 
 
It is with great sadness we report on the following that have left our company:- 

 

Brigadier Mike Doyle MBE -  29 Jan 2013 

CSM Hosken 6144547  A Company Served 21 years East Surrey then QRR on 

amalgamation  - 31 Jan 2013 

 CSM Alfred Tasker - Mar served with the 1/5th Queens Royal Regiment and fought 

in Italy and Sicily. Please note full obituaries are dealt with by the Regimental HQ 
and not through FOSIM.. 
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Events  2013 
 
18th May  5 Queens Old Members Association Dinner –Farnham More details 

Ian Chatfield 

 

28th April Museum Open day with 2nd Foot Wellington Army and the Cinque 

Port Corps of Fifes and Drum 

 

12th May  - Victorian Volunteers Living History 

 

23rd June - The Annual Cathedral Service for the Joint Service 11.00am - 

More details Ian Chatfield.  

 

14th July – WWII Living History Group 

 

07 October 2013   Officers Club Dinner 

 

14th September 6th (Bermondsey), 2/6th and 2/7th Battalions Queen’s 

Royal Regiment Old Comrades Associations Combined 

Annual –Union Jack Club 

 

1st November - Queens Royal Surrey Reunion -  Union Jack Club 
 

 
 

New Publications  
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The Rt Hon Ann Widdecome books  are available at the following cost in the Museum 
from 13th April until the End of May. If you wish to pre- order then email Dee 
Hutchison and these will be held for you.  Ann will sign her books at the Lecture 
Luncheon on 8th May 2013 
 
Titles are  
The Clematis Tree £7.99 
Father Figure £8.99 
Act of Treachery £7.99 
Act of Peace £7.99 
 
More details about the books can be found on www.orionbooks.co.uk. 
FOSIM will benefit from the Sale of these books so please consider a purchase.  
 

 

http://www.orionbooks.co.uk/
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Luncheon Club    - Clandon House  
 
8th May  The Rt Hon Ann Widdecombe     No of Tickets…….. 
   In Search of Uncle Donald             
   £20.00 
 

4th September Lt General Riley   No of Tickets……..  
   Sierra Leone 
   £18.50 
 

26
th

 November TBA     No of Tickets…….. 

 
 

 
 Name   ------------------------------------- 
 
 Email/Address/ if not FOSIM Member 
 
     ------------------------------------ 
       
    
 Cheque amounts  enclosed for                            £-------------------- 
 
 
Please note you can send separate cheques for each dinner. They will not 
be cashed until the dinner date is due. 
 
Arrive for Lunch 12.00pm for seating at 12.30.  All lectures will be held in the 
Onslow Room. If we reach capacity we will be moved into the main 
restaurant. 
 
Guests are welcome to attend and do not have to be members of FOSIM. 

Please return to:-  

 

Dee Hutchison - Secretary 

Surrey Infantry Museum, Clandon Park, Guildford, Surrey, GU4 7RQ. 

Phone and fax: 01483 223419               email:  fosim@btconnect.com 
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